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“And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more 

with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, 

so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless 

 having produced the harvest of righteousness 
that comes through Jesus Christ 
for the glory and praise of God.”

—Philippians 1:9-11

Dear friends in Christ,
Happy New Year! For many 

of us, there’s something cathartic 
about putting up a new calendar 
and turning the page to a new 
year: The pages are blank, and yet they speak of 
a fresh start and new possibility. For those of us 
who’ve had a particularly tough year, as I know 
many of you have, the ritual of saying good-bye 
to 2019 and welcoming 2020 can help rekindle 
our sense of hope. Speaking of rekindling our 
sense of hope, recently I’ve seen this thought-
provoking quote floating around on social media: 
“May the tears you cried in 2019 water the seeds 
you’re planting for 2020.” I like this quote because 
it echoes God’s resurrection promise of new life 
springing forth from death. This is the promise 
that carries us through all the ups and downs of 

our earthly life, and it’s the 
promise that holds us fast 
in the face of death.

A few weeks ago, at the 
beginning of my sermon 
for the First Sunday of 
Advent, I jokingly said 
“Happy New Year” to you 
because Advent is the 
start of the new church 
year. As you know, it’s 

the season when we count down to the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. As usual, here at Zoar 
we marked these days of anticipation by eagerly 
reading through our Advent devotional booklet. 
I’m grateful for this rich and meaningful tradition 
that encourages us to share our faith stories with 
each other. The theme of doorways and thresholds 
that we chose back in September now seems more 
relevant than ever, as we stand poised on the 
threshold of a new year and a new decade. Also, 
I’m pretty sure the symbolism of the year 2020 
isn’t lost on us here at Zoar! I fully expect this will 
be a year of “2020 vision” for us here at Zoar, as we 
prayerfully reflect on the results of our Listening 
Season 2.0 and discern next steps in mission and 
ministry. Here it occurs to me that even as we’re 
preparing for holy conversation about the future, 
God is already working among us to further God’s 
vision of shalom. (Remember: God’s time isn’t our 
time!) As I write this, I’m proud to say that our 
congregation is continuing to live into the meaning 
of Zoar’s name, “little place of refuge”; indeed, 
thanks to the perseverance of Council President 

Steve Morgan,  we’re well on the way to becoming 
an emergency warming center for those who have 
no place to lay their heads at night.

As we move forward, we will inevitably decide 
to leave some things behind while taking others 
with us. One of the small things we’ll be carrying 
forward is the practice of choosing a Scripture 
theme for the year. The passage I’ve chosen for 2020 
is quoted above; here Paul urges the members of 
Christ’s church to let love be the guiding principle 
in our discernment of what is best. May we adopt 
his advice and let the Spirit of God’s love guide our 
discernment process. In the words of a beloved 
hymn, “Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.”

I hope you will join Zoar’s leadership in 
discerning directions for mission and ministry and 
developing a 2020 Vision” that will lead us into the 
future God is preparing 
even now. You are a 
vital part of the Body of 
Christ here at Zoar, and 
your continuing prayers, 
your presence at our 
congregational meeting 
after worship on 
January 26th, and your 
input throughout the 
discernment process 
are needed.

In Christ’s love and service,
Pastor Michelle Manicke
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In our service we pray for these people using their baptismal names only, a 
long-standing church practice. Names will remain on the prayer list for one 
month unless the need for prayer has not changed.

• Ann S., For healing & strength during treatment.
• Barbara N., For continued healing & pain relief in her back.
• Jennifer B., For strength during treatment.
• Karen & Jim K., For peace, comfort & healing.
• Janet J., Pray for successful treatment for some memory loss & vision 

problems.
• Dean W., Ardeth’s husband.
• Dan P., Ron & Donna P.s son.
• Brad, Marie R.’s grandson.
• Nevin., Mike S.’s father.
• Pat, Cindi J.’s mom.
• Dan, Friend of the Thompsons. 
• Rod, Friend of the Thompsons.
• Paul, Friend of Kent & Renna.
• Robert, Friend of Kent & Renna. 
• Pat, Al S.’s brother.
• Jana, Shirley’s son-in Law’s sister.
• Sherri & family, From Carolyn S.
• Rob, Friend of the Karen & Pat B.
• Debbie, Renee B.’s daughter.
• Kathryn, Sharon K.’s niece.
• El, Friend of Jewell M.
• Vincent, Mike & Gloria’s grandson
• Matthew B. & family, For effective healing, strength & comfort.
• Karen S., recovering from successful knee surgery, pray for a smooth 

healing process. Friend of Janet J.
• Evie B., Prayers for healing, strength, & patience are appreciated.
• James L., Jewell M.’s biological father is suffering from high blood 

pressure & has a family history of heart disease.

• Jewell M., For comfort & emotional stability.
• Aaron D., is almost 6 mos. old. Pray for wisdom for the Drs, strength & 

healing for Aaron, & peace & comfort for his family.
• Elaine L., Has breast cancer (JoAnn’s neighbor and friend).
• Myron M., continued prayers for healing from gall bladder surgery.
• Gershom G., has recently been diagnosed with colon cancer and 

beginning chemotherapy treatments. Please pray for him & prayers of 
support for his wife, Paula.

• Katherine S., Please pray for a clear diagnosis, effective treatment, and 
for peace & comfort for her & loved ones as they wait for the test 
results. (Kathrine is Lars’ daughter)

• Joan, Mary W’s, sister has been hospitalized after falling and hitting her 
head. Mary’s sister lives in North Dakota.

• Casey K., Ken & Sharon’s grandson is recovering from shoulder surgery.
• Jason J., Janet’s son is experiencing hearing loss & may need hearing 

aids.
• Lorraine J., Janet J’s daughter-in-law’s mother has been having heart 

issues & has been moved from the hospital to a rehabilitation facility.
• Joann S., has been experiencing severe insomnia.
• Joann’s sister-in-law Vikki has been diagnosed with liver cancer. She 

asks for healing prayers for Vikki & family.
• Kathy S., friend of Sharon K., is recovering from brain tumor surgery.
• Ken K., for good treatment decisions & recovery.
• Esther H., is recovering from heart issues at Willamette Falls Hospital. 

Pray for continued healing and a smooth transition when she is 
released.

• Leland & Lillian I., Pray that they can experience God’s presence 
surrounding them with His loving care with each passing day.

• The Davis family, for peace and comfort. From Jacque C.
• Sarah M. & family, for comfort & peace following the sudden death of 

her father.
• Paul P., Stan & Suzi K’s brother-in-law has been diagnosed with terminal 

cancer. Pray also for Suzi's sister Pam, his wife.
• Stan K., Please pray for Stan as he recovers from surgery to treat 

numbness in his hand. 
• Gloria S., Fell and badly bruised her knee, pray for rapid healing, 

comfort & peace while dealing with the injury.
• Cynthia H., JoAnn’s sister has been diagnosed with cancer. Pray for a 

successful diagnosis, treatment plan and prayers for her entire family.

Continued on page 3
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Palliative Prayer Requests
• Glenda, for peace and comfort in hospice 

care; please hold her husband Allan and the 
whole family in prayer.

• Erwin, for comfort and peace.

For All serving in the Military & their 
families, for strength & safety, including: 

Bruce  (USN), Matthew (USAF), Christopher  
(USN), Danielle (USAF), Tom (USN).

If you have a prayer request, please contact 
Donna Pottratz or the Church Office.

• Esther H., Prayers for healing & comfort are 
requested as she has been moved from the 
hospital to Prestige Rehab Ctr.

• Terry F., Kris D’s brother-in-law has cancer 
that has metastasized all over, he is receiving 
palliative measures only.

• Don & Marian K’s 3-month old great-
granddaughter. Lylah had successful surgery 
and she is home with her family. Continue 
prayers for her as she recovers.

• Mel K., please continue prayers for Mel as 
she is recovering from painful neck spasms. 
Pray that the medication continues to 
relieve the pain and she gets the much-
needed rest.

• Janet J., she has been fighting that ugly cold 
that has been going around, please pray for 
rest, strength and a speedy recovery.

• Tod, Carolyn S’s. father fell and hurt his neck, 
please pray that there are no fractures and 
that his pain will be minimal.

• Ivy B., pastor’s mother, is still hospitalized 
following surgery last week. Pray for comfort 
& healing and for the whole family for peace 
& comfort. 

• Christina A., prayers for smooth recovery 
from hip surgery.

• Family of Diane L. as they mourn her recent 
passing.

Caring for 
     Our Family
 Please remember these members of 
Zoar who are no longer able to participate 
as they once did. They have been active 
in Zoar’s community in many ways. Now, 
as time makes it necessary for them to 
slow down, they often become the prayer 
backbone of Zoar. Days can get long though, 
and a visit from you can be so uplifting. 
Sending a card or making a phone call can 
also brighten their day. (If you need an 
address or phone number, please call the 
church office.)

 Lillian
 Esther
 Dick
 Bobbe
 Edna 
 Erwin
 Glenda
 Gladys

Pastor: Michelle Manicke 
Zoar-Pastor@outlook.com

Music Ministry: Mel Kubik 
melkubik@live.com

Office Admin.: Karen Parton 
Zoar@canby.comS

ta
ff

:

Tuesdays, 5:00–6:30 pm

We serve an average of 100 meals 
each week throughout the year!

 We have several ways you can help:

-Help us get the word out, by mentioning 
the dinner to others who might be interested in 
attending or helping

-Volunteer - we can always use help with: 
dinner preparation and/or cooking, set up,  
serving, and cleaning up. You could help with 
one or many of these for any dinner we serve!

-Especially, we need your prayers and 
attendance at dinners. Come share a meal 
and visit with our guests

 If you are interested or have questions, call 
Connie T. or contact the Church Office.

Meals Together  
at the Canby 
Community 
Dinner here 
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Daily 
 Devotionals!

Zoar has Christ in Our 
Home daily devotional booklets for January 
- March available in the Entryway and in the 
church office for you. 

The book discussion group meet 
Wednesday, January 15 at Los Dos Agaves 
to being talking about a new book...
Unclobber by Colby Martin. UnClobber 
reexamines what the Bible says (and does 
not say) about homosexuality in such a 
way that breathes fresh 
life into outdated and 
inaccurate assumptions 
and interpretations.

All are welcomed to 
join in the discussion. 
The book is available 
on Amazon as well as 
wherever books are sold.

Sunday School, both youth and adult, will  
resume on January 19. 

The adult class will continue with the study 
of Matthew's gospel.

Confirmation class will resume January 19. 
We will be learning about the Lord's prayer.

"What Does the Lord 
Require of You? 

Do Justice, Love Kindness, 
and Walk Humbly 
with Your God."

LIFFT 2019-2020 is here!
As before, there is an overall theme as listed above 
and a monthly topic within that theme. For this 
year, the dates and topics are:

January 12th, 2020
"Living Our Baptismal Vocation"   

("I do and ask God to 
help and guide me.")

February 9th - "Love Kindness" (Possible guest 
speaker?...)

March 8th - "Love God, Love Your Neighbor" - (The 
Ten Commandments)

No April Event (Easter - April 12)

May 3rd  - Good Shepherd Sunday - Acts 2 : 42-47 
- "Living it!"

First Thursdays each month
at 7 pm

This month's meeting is January 2.

All women, all ages, join us at Zoar. Each 
lesson is independent with no homework, so 
show up anytime for great discussion, prayer, 
and fellowship! The current study  is "When God 
Doesn't Fix It." It is a video series. 

Questions? Ask JoAnn Rothi.
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KITCHENWARE
9 x 13" Glass Lasagna Pans
Electric & Manual Can Openers
Coffee makers
Silverware
Mixing bowls

HOUSEHOLD GOODS
Blankets in all sizes
Twin Sheet sets
Dressers (continually in need)

 

Donated items can be dropped off in the designated 
basket below the mailboxes across from the church office. 
Any household donations are welcome. Donation receipts 
provided upon request.

Cash donations are also welcomed as there are times when we need to purchase 
items to fulfill the needs of our clients. These donations can be included with your general 
offering; just designate the amount for the Furniture Ministry. Thank you!

Furniture Ministry Needs
Zoar's Furniture Ministry is grateful for all your wonderful 

furniture donations. However, household items are always needed as 
well. Below is a list of things specifically needed at this time.

There are plenty of fabric squares and quilt 
kits if you would like to sew a top. We are also 
happy to accept any end of year donations. 
We will resume our normal meeting schedule 
after the holidays. Questions? Contact Jennifer 
Benz, 503-263-6453, or Karen Brennan, 506-
266-2866.

January 7, 6-8 pm
January 8, 9 am-2 pm
January 21, 6-8 pm

January 22, 9 am-2 pm

Happy New Year!

Zoar
Sewing Circle

ZLCW
January 5th is the next ZLCW Coordinating 

Council Meeting at 9:00 AM. If you are interested 
in joining the council please join us. All are 
welcome!

ZLCW is hosting Zoar’s Birthday Party on 
February 16, 2020. Cake and coffee, tea, and 
juice will be served. Please put this on your 
calendars. 
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We have a box by the mailboxes 
to bring your bottles and cans for 

recycling, all proceeds support 
Zoar's emergency fund, for 
rental & utility assistance

On January 26 following worship is the 
first Congregational meeting of the year. At that 
time, we will be looking at the reports from the 
Leadership teams as well as hearing about 
our financials. We hope everyone stays for the 
meeting as your input is valuable.

Annual Report
Prior to the meeting however, Karen will 

put together the Annual report to be presented 
that day. For that she needs the help of the 
Leadership teams. Each team is expected to 
prepare a report of their activities during the year 
and how well they met the anticipated goals. This 
is important information for the future at Zoar. 

Please make sure to have your report to 
Karen by Monday, January 6. This will allow her 
time to compile them into the Annual report before 
the Congregational meeting on January 26.

Please sign up! Sign up sheets are on the 
bulletin board across from the church office. 
Volunteers are needed for:

Greeters 

Altar Flowers

2020

Please take advantage of these ministry 
opportunities. There are others available such 
as Audio Visual (to run the PA) & Offering 
Counters (to count and deposit the offering 
each Sunday.) Training is provided for both. We 
are in need of people to suppliment our current 
regulars in these position. Duties are shared on 
a rotating basis...week by week for Audio Visual 
and month by month for Counters. Contact 
Ron Pottratz if you are interested in either.

Music & Worship Leadership Team 
members sign up Lay Readers each month, but 
they are always looking for new people. If you 
would like to be a Lay Reader, leave your name 
with Karen in the church office and she will 
pass it on to the Team.

Another area of need is Communion 
Assistants. When communion is at the font, 
two additional people are needed to assist. If 
interested, tell Karen in the church office.

We are grateful for all our volunteers.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
W E E K L Y  A C T I V I T I E S :  (unless otherwise noted)

9:00 am  Adult Sunday School
9:00 am  Bell Choir practice
9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship Time

2-3:30 pm Knitting 
Group, Narthex
7:00 pm  Mixed Choir
8:00 pm  Ordinary Men

5-6:30 pm Community 
Dinner, Entry Hall
6:30 pm  Cub Scout 
Mtg.

1 2 3 4
11:45 am  Preschool Bd 
Mtg

7:00 pm  Women’s 
Bible  Study

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
9 am  ZLCW Council Mtg.
12:30-2 pm  Confirmation

DEADLINE to submit 
Annual report 
information

6-8 pm  Sewing Circle 9 am-2 pm  Sewing 
Circle  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
LIFFT following worship 7 pm Church Council 

    Meeting Conf. Room
7 pm Book study at 
Los Dos Agaves

DEADLINE
to turn in articles 
for the February 

newsletter!

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Youth & Adult Sunday 
School class resumes
Confirmation class resumes 
following worship

6-8 pm  Sewing Circle 9 am-2 pm  Sewing 
Circle

26 27 28 29 30 31
Congregational meeting 
following worship

9:00 am Breakfast at
   Pappy's Greasy Spoon

Zoar Lutheran Church
 Calendar of EventsJanuary
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Join us this Sunday for...
Adult Sunday School 

9:00 am
Youth Sunday School 

9:15 am
W

orship 
10:30 am
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A New Year's Pledge
I see the New Year in

and rise to toast
to praise the things

I value the most.

For those with less than me
I would provide
an equal share 

to help the growth of pride.

Good health and friends for life
one blessing sought

but I must heed
the subtle lessons taught.

Sometimes it's out of reach
but try I must

to change the wrongs
and make things right and just.

I count the blessings that
are granted me
but yearn to fill

the many voids I see.

Author Unknown
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